Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for having me here today to talk about a topic that is both
crucial and close to my heart: cultural identity and its impact on youth
empowerment.

Cultural identity is the foundation of who we are. It encompasses our
traditions, language, values, and history. It is what connects us to our
past and shapes our future. For many young people, understanding and
embracing their cultural identity is key to gaining confidence and a
sense of belonging, both of which are essential components of
empowerment .

When young people are empowered through their cultural identity, they are
more likely to take pride in their heritage and express themselves
authentically. This empowerment encourages them to contribute
meaningfully to their communities while also respecting and appreciating
other cultures. It fosters a sense of unity in diversity, teaching youth
to value inclusivity and collaboration.

Moreover, empowered youth with a strong cultural identity are often
inspired to become change-makers. They utilize their understanding of
their cultural background to address social issues and drive positive
changes within society. Their unique perspectives can lead to innovative
solutions grounded in traditional wisdom.

As we continue to support and encourage young people to explore and
embrace their cultural identities, we must provide platforms for dialogue
and expression. Schools, community centers, and families all play wvital
roles in nurturing these identities.

In conclusion, let's strive to cultivate an environment where our youth
feel proud of their cultural identities. Through empowerment rooted in
this pride, they can become the leaders and visionaries of tomorrow.
Thank you.



